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Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize

The Scottish Association for the Study of America

The Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize is awarded for an outstanding piece of work in gender, minority or women’s studies relating to the Americas.
The Scottish Association for the Study of America is thrilled to announce that this year’s Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize is now open for submissions. The Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize is awarded to the best essay by an undergraduate student at a Scottish University on a topic relating to women, gender, or minority studies within the Americas. SASA recognises a broad definition of the Americas and includes anything situated within North, South or Latin America, at any point in history.  

Entrants are invited to produce an essay on any topic relating to women, gender, or minority studies within the Americas. The work should be 1,500-2,500 words in length, including footnotes (excluding a bibliography). The work may be part of ongoing research projects or an original piece but must not have been submitted to other essay prize competitions. A selection of the SASA committee and external reviewers will judge all submissions.  SASA will award the winning author a prize of £50 as well as an invitation to attend our annual conference on Saturday, 4 March 2023. 

The namesake of this prize is Marcella Rose Ryan LeBeau (1919-2021), of the Two Kettle Band of the Cheyenne River Lakota Nation. LeBeau served in the Second World War in the US Army Nurse Corps, stationed in United States, England, Wales, France, and Belgium, and attained the rank of First Lieutenant.  Upon return home, LeBeau worked as a registered nurse and health advocate, serving on the tribal council, and making her reservation one of the first smoke-free settlements in the United States. On behalf of the Wounded Knee Survivors Association, LeBeau played a key role in the repatriation of a ghost dance shirt which had been given to Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Gallery by an interpreter of Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show in 1892. As a gesture of goodwill, LeBeau made and gifted the Kelvingrove a replica ghost dance shirt, which is currently on display.  In the last years of her life, LeBeau defended her nation’s prerogative to operate health check points during the Covid-19 pandemic, and supported the US Congress’ Remove the Stain Bill to rescind the medals given to military personnel who participated in the massacre at Wounded Knee in 1890.
The creators of this award found Marcella LeBeau a fitting namesake. Her story of service, advocacy for health and justice on behalf of her Native people and the United States, and her goodwill towards Scotland is emblematic of the type of scholarship this award hopes to promote.  The Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize is intended, in a small way, to highlight some of the current issues facing American Studies scholarship within the UK both in subject matter and participants. The Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize is intended to encourage and share the study of women, gender and minority topics, and decolonization in American Studies at the undergraduate level. 

Eligibility and Submission 

This essay prize competition is open to current undergraduate students based at Scottish universities. Submissions should be sent to the SASA committee by email to: sasaessayprize@gmail.com. Please also submit either a brief academic CV or a brief bio demonstrating your eligibility for the prize and including your full contact details. Deadline for submission will be 9 January 2023, and entrants will be informed in February 2023. Good luck!
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Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize Style Guide

The Scottish Association for the Study of America

The Marcella LeBeau Essay Prize for an outstanding piece of work in gender, minority or women’s studies relating to the Americas.
Stylistic 
· Size 12, Black ink, in a readable font.  

· 1.5 or Double Spaced 

· 1,500-2,000 words – this includes footnotes but does not include your bibliography. 

· Do not include your name on the essay. 

· Ensure that all of your pages are numbered. 
· Your entry must have a title. 
· Entries must include citations and a bibliography. Any style is acceptable as long as your referencing system is consistent.
Eligibility
· This essay prize competition is open to current undergraduate students at Scottish Universities. 
· Submissions must be in English.
Submission 
· Please submit your piece to sasaessayprize@gmail.com by 9 January 2023.  
· Please also attach either a brief academic CV or a brief bio that includes full contact details.
